MediaRoom

China Approves Thermo Fisher Scientific’s African Swine Fever Virus
Workflow to Help Limit Spread of Disease
LISSIEU, France (July 30, 2019) — Thermo Fisher Scientific, the world leader in serving science, today
announced the China Animal Disease Prevention and Control Center (Agricultural and Rural Department
Slaughter Technology Center) has approved its real-time PCR-based workflow to detect and monitor the
spread of African Swine Fever (ASF). The PCR method is the preferred detection technology now in use for
the ASF outbreak currently affecting China.
Swine industry experts agree that countries need to be vigilant as the virus could be imported with feed, feed
components or travelers. In the absence of vaccines, monitoring and control of ASF by diagnostic methods
are crucial components of a control program. PCR-based diagnostic testing is designed to identify the virus
by detecting its DNA, rather than antibodies that are generated against it, allowing earlier detection of the
virus compared to other diagnostic methods.
Thermo Fisher’s ASF detection real-time PCR workflow passed the stringent performance and validation
assessment protocol carried out by the Center, which is part of China’s Ministry of Agriculture (MOA). The
validation was conducted on a panel of 84 samples, primarily ASF virus field samples, as well as negative
samples and others containing other viruses. China Animal Husbandry Group, Thermo Fisher Scientific’s
distributor partner, submitted the sample to answer workflow for ASF virus detection with components that
included Applied Biosystems MagMAX CORE nucleic acid extraction kits and QuantStudio PCR
instruments, which contributed to the successful validation.
“It’s important to have the right diagnostic tools available to get an outbreak under control, and our tools can
help China’s diagnostic laboratories rapidly determine if ASF virus is on a farm so pig farmers and
veterinarians can take appropriate action against further spread of the virus,” Martin Guillet, global head and
general manager for AgriBusiness at Thermo Fisher Scientific. “With ASF spreading across the globe, we
work with countries to help limit the spread of the virus as well as to proactively monitor and prepare for the
virus so they aren’t caught off-guard if the virus should make it into their country.”
For more information about the VetMAX African Swine Fever Virus Detection Kit, please visit
www.thermofisher.com/animalhealth.
Also, learn more about Thermo Fisher’s contribution to ASF education in the region: ASF educational
meetings
About Thermo Fisher Scientific
Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. is the world leader in serving science, with revenues of more than $24 billion
and approximately 70,000 employees globally. Our mission is to enable our customers to make the world
healthier, cleaner and safer. We help our customers accelerate life sciences research, solve complex analytical
challenges, improve patient diagnostics, deliver medicines to market and increase laboratory productivity.
Through our premier brands – Thermo Scientific, Applied Biosystems, Invitrogen, Fisher Scientific and
Unity Lab Services – we offer an unmatched combination of innovative technologies, purchasing
convenience and comprehensive services. For more information, please visit www.thermofisher.com.
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