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Thermo Fisher Scientific Extends SARS-CoV-2 GlobalAccess Sequencing
Program to Support Research on New Virus Strains
Subsidized technology available as global bodies call for sequencing to confirm COVID-19 mutations
CARLSBAD, Calif., Jan. 14, 2021 /PRNewswire/ -- As scientists continue to identify new strains of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus, including the B.1.1.7 UK variant that studies suggest is more transmissible, genetic
sequencing is being used to track these strains and new ones that are emerging, as well as to trace
transmission patterns within communities. Today, Thermo Fisher Scientific announced an extension of its
SARS-CoV-2 GlobalAccess Sequencing Program to provide additional units of the Ion Torrent Genexus
System* and Ion GeneStudio S5* Series sequencers at a subsidized price to further support global COVID19 research and surveillance.
Understanding the virus's genetic code and new variants is critical to assist with genetic tracing and
transmission interruption efforts. Further research is also needed to determine how new strains affect people
who are infected and vaccine effectiveness. Thermo Fisher's next-generation sequencing (NGS) technology
offers researchers fast, real-time sequencing-data acquisition and easy data sharing across the global
scientific community, as suggested by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and European Centre
for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC).
"As new strains of the virus have emerged and continue to spread, genetic sequencing provides unique
insights on the epidemiology of infection and transmission patterns," said Garret Hampton, president of
clinical next-generation sequencing and oncology at Thermo Fisher Scientific. "When we first launched the
GlobalAccess Sequencing Program in May, our intention was to accelerate multi-institutional efforts to map
coronavirus transmission and epidemiological studies. We are excited to continue our support of global
research efforts to help track the growing presence of new strains across the globe."
With only five minutes of hands-on time required, the Genexus System is the world's first turnkey NGS
solution that is designed to deliver results in a day in a decentralized laboratory setting. The platform's ease
of use and automation has been developed to provide researchers – regardless of expertise level – access to
the power of NGS technology. When combined with the Ion AmpliSeq SARS-CoV-2 Research Panel, the
platform provides laboratories with a powerful, specimen-to-report workflow to carry out infectious disease
studies using minimal amounts of sample.
In July of 2020, Thermo Fisher expanded the GlobalAccess Sequencing Program to laboratories working in
oncology.
To learn more about the GlobalAccess Sequencing Program, visit www.thermofisher.com/globalaccess.
*For Research Use Only. Not for use in diagnostic procedures.
About Thermo Fisher Scientific
Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. is the world leader in serving science, with annual revenue exceeding $25
billion. Our Mission is to enable our customers to make the world healthier, cleaner and safer. Whether our
customers are accelerating life sciences research, solving complex analytical challenges, improving patient
diagnostics and therapies or increasing productivity in their laboratories, we are here to support them. Our
global team of more than 75,000 colleagues delivers an unrivaled combination of innovative technologies,
purchasing convenience and pharmaceutical services through our industry-leading brands, including Thermo
Scientific, Applied Biosystems, Invitrogen, Fisher Scientific, Unity Lab Services and Patheon. For more

information, please visit www.thermofisher.com/globalaccess.
Media Contact Information:
Mauricio Minotta
Director, Public Relations
+1 760 929 2456
Mauricio.minotta@thermofisher.com
Jen Heady
Greenough Brand Storytellers
+1 617 275 6547
jheady@greenough.biz
SOURCE Thermo Fisher Scientific
https://thermofisher.mediaroom.com/2021-01-14-Thermo-Fisher-Scientific-Extends-SARS-CoV-2GlobalAccess-Sequencing-Program-to-Support-Research-on-New-Virus-Strains

